
Key Asks from the UHC Movement

Co-chair, UHC2030 Steering Committee
Dr. Githinji Gitahi

Moving Together to 
Build a Healthier World



“UN HLM is a major opportunity to mobilise the highest 
political support for UHC as the cornerstone to 

achieving SDG3 and unite health agenda 
together under a common theme. 



o UHC2030 is a movement to accelerate progress toward UHC by 
providing a multi-stakeholder platform that promotes collaboration on 
health systems strengthening at the global and country levels.

o We advocate for increased political commitment, facilitate 
accountability and promote knowledge sharing to develop strong, 
sustainable and equitable health systems.

o UHC2030 has been tasked to support Member States (A/RES/72/139) 
and the UN HLM preparation process (A/RES/73/131) with a focus on 
“sharing evidence and good practices, challenges and lessons learned.”

What is UHC2030?



UHC2030 Multi-stakeholder Consultations
Focus Group Opportunity Date & Time Place

All Online Survey January-March UHC2030 web page

Private Sector World Economic Forum Meeting 23 January Davos, Switzerland

Africa Health Agenda Int’ Conference 5 March Kigali, Rwanda

Academia & Practitioners Prince Mahidol Awards Conference 30 January Bangkok, Thailand

Health System Networks UHC2030 Related Initiatives 11 February Video Conference

Parliamentarians IPU Annual Parliamentary Hearing 22 February New York, USA

Youth AHAIC, Youth Conference 3-4 March Kigali, Rwanda

IFMSA General Assembly 1-7 March Portoroz, Slovenia

Civil Societies & Communities Africa Health Agenda Int’ Conference 6 March Kigali, Rwanda

All UHC2030 Steering Committee 28 March Video Conference



UN HLM Key Milestones

31 January AU Summit

15 February GOF of UHC Briefing: Kickoff / WHO EB

1 April GOF of UHC Briefing: The UHC Key Asks

12-14 April IMF/World Bank Spring Meeting

15-18 April Financing for Development Forum

29 April UN HLM Multi-Stakeholder Hearing

29 April GOF of UHC/UHC2030 Joint Event

May WHA side events on UN HLM (TBC)

9-15 July High-level Political Forum (Equity)

23 Sept UN High Level Meeting on UHC in 2019



The UHC Key Asks from the UHC Movement
6 Key Asks, 6 Milestones and 36 Action Agenda

NOTE: Action Agenda is not included in the slides, and please refer the distributed brochure.
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KEY ASK 1: Ensure Political Leadership Beyond Health
Commit to achieve UHC for healthy lives and well-being for all at all stages, as a 
social contract.
➢ Health is the foundation for people, communities and economies to reach their 

full potential. 
➢ UHC is primarily the responsibility of governments, which ensure people’s health 

as a social contract. 
➢ Achieving UHC is essential for inclusive development, prosperity and fairness, 

and requires political decisions that go beyond the health sector.

MILESTONE: 
By 2023, governments incorporate aspirational health-related SDG targets into national planning 
processes, policies and strategies to ensure everyone can access quality health services without 
financial hardship.



KEY ASK 2: Leave No One Behind 
Pursue equity in access to quality health services with financial protection.
➢ Health is enshrined as one of the fundamental rights of every human being. 
➢ UHC is key to reducing poverty and promoting equity and social cohesion. 

Governments should invest in everyone’s health. 
➢ Extension of geographical coverage and reaching the most marginalised and 

hard-to-reach populations are essential to achieving positive health outcomes. 
➢ A strong system for monitoring and evaluation is needed to ensure accountability 

and participation.

MILESTONE: 
By 2023, governments report disaggregated data to SDG official statistics to capture the full 
spectrum of the equity dimensions of UHC monitoring progress (SDG 3.8.1 and 3.8.2).



KEY ASK 3: Regulate and Legislate 
Create a strong, enabling regulatory and legal environment responsive to people’s 
needs.

➢ UHC requires a sound legal and regulatory framework and institutional capacity 
to ensure the rights of people and meet their needs. 

➢ Governments are the primary duty bearer under the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, even in cases when they rely on private 
providers.

MILESTONE: 
By 2023, governments introduce legal and regulatory measures that accelerate progress toward 
UHC.



KEY ASK 4: Uphold Quality of Care
Build quality health systems that people and communities trust.

➢Quality primary health care (PHC) is the backbone of UHC and creates trust in 
public institutions. 

➢Expansion of health coverage must be accompanied by investments in the quality 
of health services. 

➢People should be able to access a full spectrum of safe, quality services and 
products in their community, delivered by well-trained, well-paid, culturally and 
gender-sensitive health workers.

MILESTONE: 
By 2023, the coverage of quality essential health services has been delivered to one billion additional 
people (SDG 3.8.1).



KEY ASK 5: Invest More, Invest Better 
Sustain public financing and harmonise health investments.

➢ Current funding levels are insufficient to achieve UHC by 2030. 
➢ Governments need to increase domestic investment and allocate more public 

financing for health through equitable and mandatory resources. 
➢ Governments must improve efficiency and equity in the use of existing resources 

and reduce reliance on impoverishing out-of-pocket payments. 
➢ Development assistance to health should reduce fragmentation and strengthen 

national health financing capacities.

MILESTONE: 
By 2023, governments adopt ambitious investment goals for UHC, make progress in mobilising
domestic pooled funding and reduce catastrophic health expenditure (SDG 3.8.2).



KEY ASK 6: Move Together
Establish multi-stakeholder mechanisms for engaging the whole of society for a healthier world.

➢ All countries must take active steps to meaningfully engage non-governmental 
actors -particularly from unserved, underserved or poorly-served populations - in 
shaping the UHC agenda. 

➢ Solutions for each country must be tailored to context and population needs. 
➢ The international community and global health partners should unite to support 

countries to build a healthier world.

MILESTONE: 
By 2023, all UN Member States endorse the UHC2030 Global Compact and establish multi-
stakeholder platforms to ensure the involvement of civil society, communities and the private sector, 
in regular policy dialogue and review of progress with all government actors.



www.UHC2030.org

info@UHC2030.org  

@UHC2030 #UHC2030

Join Our UHC Movement! 


