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Overview 

In 2019, UHC2030 convened a powerful movement of diverse voices around a set of UHC Key 

Asks, which fed into the Political Declaration. UHC2030 has been invited to play a similar role in 

the UN High-Level Meeting. In order to contribute to meaningful commitments and actions in the 

2023 HLM Political Declaration, and to get UHC progress back on track, UHC2030 will update the 

Key Asks, focusing on a limited number of action-oriented policy recommendations.   

 

This session will provide an opportunity for the Secretariat and representatives from Chatham 

House to present an update on the work of the 2023 UN HLM Task Force, and share initial 

reflection on the Key Asks 2.0. They will inform the Steering Committee of the process, including 

how the State of UHC commitment feeds into the work of the Task Force and opportunities/ways 

for various stakeholders to contribute to the process.  

 

UHC2030 constituencies will be invited to share their reflections on the desired level of ambition 

for the Key Asks 2.0 and needs for adjustment against changes since 2019. Their initial thinking 

on potential inputs for action-oriented policy recommendation would also be welcome. To do so, 

they will present updates on progress of their actions on health systems for UHC and health 

security in 2022 and plans for 2023 (e.g., promotion of health systems strengthening in PPR, 

leveraging Global Fund’s support to health systems (RSSH), gender responsive health systems, 

etc.).  

 

Objectives of the session  

• To consolidate the shared understanding of the rationale for updating the key asks, 

including the level of ambition and the approach (including the role of the Task Force and 

its interaction with the Steering Committee).  

• To ensure focus on actions to make health systems equitable and resilient for both UHC 

and health security. 

 

Questions for consideration   

• What are the potential “game changers” needed (in terms of policy reforms and institutional 

developments, resource mobilization and allocation, partnerships, service delivery, civil 

society and community empowerment, etc.) to accelerate progress on UHC in countries?  

• What are the contributions from different constituencies to strengthen health systems for 

UHC and health security that could provide inputs to revise the actions contained in the 

Key Asks? 

 

Background information   

The UN HLM 2023 Task Force brings together twenty representatives from UHC2030 

constituencies and beyond. Its primary responsibility will be to oversee the development of the 

next set of UHC Key Asks based on the latest data, the new global health context, and inputs 

received through inclusive consultations. The Task Force will aim to submit a limited number of 

action-oriented policy recommendations to the President of the General Assembly ahead of the 

2023 UHC Political Declaration Negotiation. It will also be instrumental in providing political 

advocacy and strategic communications support to UHC2030 throughout the year. 
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The Task Force held its kick-off meeting on Tuesday, 13 September in the presence of the 

UHC2030 co-chairs, Ms. Gabriela Cuevas and Dr. Justin Koonin, along with three 

Representatives from the UHC Movement Political Advisory Panel: Ms. Emilia Saiz, Secretary 

General, United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG); Prof. Keizo Takemi, WHO Goodwill 

Ambassador for UHC; and Dr. Vytenis Andriukaitis, WHO Special Envoy for the European 

Region.  

 

Discussing the threats weighing on the health sector everywhere, Task Force members reiterated 

the importance of investing in resilient and equitable health systems and primary health care as 

necessary foundations to reach UHC and health security. Much work will need to be done to 

overcome the setbacks still being caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, looming economic collapse 

and climate change-related disasters.  

 

Over a series of meetings of the Task Force in 2022, each of the ‘Key Asks’ will be presented with 

updated evidence from desk review, for discussion. The aim will be to have a first draft the Key 

Asks 2.0 ready for consultation in December 2022 - January 2023.  

 

Project Milestones:  

• Desk Review and Thematic Analysis – September-November 2022 

• Roundtable: World Health Summit – October 2022 

• First draft UHC Key Asks 2.0 – December 2022 

• Online Consultation focusing on updating the Action Agenda of the Key Asks– December-

January 2023 

• Final draft UHC Key Asks 2.0 shared with the Steering Committee for its review – End of 

February 2023 

• Approval of the UHC Key Asks 2.0 by the Steering Committee and dissemination – Early 

March 2023 

 

Ways of working: Consultations are expected to take place primarily online and inputs collected 

in writing by Chatham House, which has been contracted to provide support to the UN HLM Task 

Force. Biweekly virtual meetings of one hour will be held on Tuesdays until the end of the year. 

 

UHC2030 constituencies are all represented in the Task Force and will reflect the views of other 

members. Although the Steering Committee has delegated the responsibility of overseeing this 

work to the Task Force, Steering Committee representatives will receive updates around key 

milestones and approve the final draft. 

 

Annex 

• Updated Terms of Reference of the UN 2023 HLM Task Force. This version has been 

updated to include the final list of its members. 

 

For further reference 

• UHC Key Asks (2019) 

• UN HLM Task Force webpage where updates will be regularly posted 

  

https://www.uhc2030.org/fileadmin/uploads/uhc2030/Documents/UN_HLM_2019/UHC_Key_Asks_final.pdf
https://www.uhc2030.org/fileadmin/uploads/uhc2030/Documents/UN_HLM_2019/UHC_Key_Asks_final.pdf
https://www.uhc2030.org/fileadmin/uploads/uhc2030/Documents/UN_HLM_2019/UHC_Key_Asks_final.pdf
https://www.uhc2030.org/un-hlm-2023/
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Annex 

 

UHC2030 Task Force 

for the 2023 UN High-Level Meeting on UHC 
 

Terms of Reference 

(draft as of 16 September 2022) 

  

Background 

  

In September 2019, at the United Nations High-Level Meeting, world leaders endorsed the most 

ambitious and comprehensive political declaration on health in history. However, UHC progress is 

not on track, and the COVID-19 pandemic seems to bring the world further away from the 2023 

targets set by the political declaration, which include: i) progressively covering 1 billion additional 

people, with a view of covering all people by 2030; and ii) to stop the rise and reverse the trend of 

catastrophic out-of-pocket health expenditure, and eliminate impoverishment due to health-related 

expenses by 2030. Many countries have made a wide range of commitments to UHC, set national 

targets, and prioritised equity in their UHC commitments. However, gaps persist between policy, 

implementation and results. Making progress towards achieving UHC has never been more 

urgent.  

  

Opportunity  

  

The United Nations General Assembly decided in August 2021 to organise the one-day high-level 

meeting on UHC (UN HLM) in New York in September 2023. The interactive multi-stakeholder 

hearing will be scheduled before the end of June 2023. In 2019, UHC2030 convened a powerful 

movement of diverse voices around a set of UHC Key Asks, which fed into the Political 

Declaration. UHC2030 is expected to play a similar role in the next UN HLM. UHC2030 will 

contribute to the overall outcomes of this meeting that secures meaningful commitments and 

actions to get UHC progress back on track. Critical outcomes for the next high-level meeting 

would include:  

• Countries motivated to step up investment in resilient and equitable health systems and 

specific policy actions for UHC, through a primary health care approach;  

• “Renewed action on SDG 3”: Political declaration reinforces clear and measurable UHC 

commitments, with specific milestones/actions to accelerate equitable progress by 2030;  

• “Inclusive accountability”: Member states monitor and report progress towards 2019 UHC 

commitments in consultation with diverse country stakeholders of UHC2030;  

• “A path to 2030”: Member states agree to conduct a comprehensive review of global health 

commitments in 2025 linked strategically with SDG accountability processes and WHO’s 

GPW 13 impact framework; and 

• In tandem with the pandemic treaty negotiations, countries commit to core minimum health 

systems capacities as the basis for UHC and health security.  

 

 

Scope of work 

  

The overall purpose of the task force is to ensure effective multi-stakeholder engagements in the 

2023 UN HLM preparation and strengthen strategic communication around the event. The task 

force will support the President of the 77th/78th sessions of the General Assembly and Co-



 UHC2030/SC11/2022/06.Rev1 
 

5 
 

facilitators for the 2023 UN HLM outcomes. In close collaboration with identified multi-stakeholder 

partners by the modality resolution[1], the task force will:  

1. Oversee the production of the Draft Key Asks (UHC Key Asks 2.0) based on key findings 

from the State of UHC Commitment review, recommendations from Related 

Initiatives/Expert Group (TBC) and the Coalition of Partnerships 

2. Help mobilise UHC2030 constituencies and networks to organise multi-stakeholder 

consultations to prioritise and amend the draft UHC Key Asks 2.0 for the final approval by 

the UHC2030 Steering Committee 

3. Help disseminate the State of UHC Commitment review and the UHC Key Asks 2.0 to 

countries through UHC2030 constituency and network channels 

4. Help disseminate the UHC Key Asks 2.0 among UHC2030 constituencies and networks so 

that they can use them to prepare their contribution to the multi-stakeholder hearing, inter-

governmental negotiation, and UN HLM 2023  

5. Mobilise high-level UHC champions from the UHC Movement Political Advisory Panel and 

other UHC champions in the opening segment and other relevant high-level sessions of 

UN HLM  

6. Advise on a strategic approach to stimulate public and multi-stakeholder attention to UHC 

agenda before UN HLM 

  

UHC2030’s contribution to the outcomes of UN HLM 2023 

  

  

 

Task Force Tentative Schedule and Tasks 

 
 

 

  

  

https://euc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=fr-fr&rs=fr-fr&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fworldhealthorg.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2Fct_uhc2030%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F4712660070af4f0eb1dbac27a603a68d&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&hid=2a9011cd-e913-4c66-5134-9ded3e8a34b7-15561&uiembed=1&uih=teams&uihit=files&hhdr=1&dchat=1&sc=%7B%22pmo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%22%2C%22pmshare%22%3Atrue%2C%22surl%22%3A%22%22%2C%22curl%22%3A%22%22%2C%22vurl%22%3A%22%22%2C%22eurl%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Ffiles%2Fapps%2Fcom.microsoft.teams.files%2Ffiles%2F3360812466%2Fopen%3Fagent%3Dpostmessage%26objectUrl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fworldhealthorg.sharepoint.com%252Fsites%252Fct_uhc2030%252FShared%2520Documents%252FSteering%2520Committee%252FSC11_Cover%2520note%2520for%2520session%25202.docx%26fileId%3D47126600-70af-4f0e-b1db-ac27a603a68d%26fileType%3Ddocx%26ctx%3Daggregate%26scenarioId%3D15561%26locale%3Dfr-fr%26theme%3Dundefined%26version%3D22072905500%26setting%3Dring.id%3Ageneral%26setting%3DcreatedTime%3A1663938103468%22%7D&wdorigin=TEAMS-ELECTRON.aggregatefiles.aggregate&wdhostclicktime=1663938103391&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v1&newsession=1&corrid=91e429ec-f4a4-4d07-a100-4d4a5499ddca&usid=91e429ec-f4a4-4d07-a100-4d4a5499ddca&sftc=1&sams=1&accloop=1&sdr=6&scnd=1&sat=1&hbcv=1&htv=1&hodflp=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush&rct=Medium&ctp=LeastProtected#_ftn1
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Timeline and Deliverables 2022-2023 
The Task Force will advise the UHC2030 Secretariat in producing the deliverables below 
by overseeing the development of the Key Asks 2.0 and advising strategising and planning 
for effective mobilisation of the broader UHC membership 

2022 

September • Establishment of the UHC2030 Task Force 

October • Overall framing/structure of UHC Key Asks 2.0 

• Plan for UHC2030’s multi-stakeholder consultations 

• Strategy for political and public mobilisation for UN HLM 

November • Draft UHC Key Asks 2.0 

December • Initial multi-stakeholder consultation process with the first draft 
UHC Key Asks 2.0 (UHC2030 Steering Committee advice) 

2023 

January • Open multi-stakeholder survey to prioritise draft UHC key asks 
2.0 

• Private Sector Consultation (World Economic Forum) 

• Academia & Practitioners Consultation (PMAC) 

• CSO Consultations (multiple regions) 

February  • Parliamentarians Consultation (IPU Annual Parliamentary 
Hearing, UN) 

• Local Government Consultation (UCLG retreat) 

• CSO Consultations (multiple regions) 

• Youth Consultation 

• Update UHC Key Asks 2.0 

• Finalised UHC Key Asks 2.0 (UHC2030 Steering Committee 
decision) 

March • Submission of UHC Key Asks 2.0 to UN HLM Co-
facilitators 

• Publication of the UHC Key Asks 2.0 with a political 
statement 

• Launch of the UN HLM 2023 advocacy toolkit 

April • Member States Informal Briefing: UHC Key Asks 2.0 

• Preparation  of coordinated interventions for the UN HLM 
multi-stakeholder hearing 

May • Coordination of  intel and support to intergovernmental 
process 

June-August • Coordination of intel and support to intergovernmental process  

• Preparation of statement(s) with the UHC Movement Political 
Advisory Panel (push consensus building and encourage 
highest level participation in UN HLM) 

September • Preparation of coordinated interventions for the 2023 UN HLM 
UHC multi-stakeholder panel 
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Members of the Task Force  

• 1 member from each constituency of UHC2030 (10 members: Countries, Multilateral 

organisations and Global health initiatives, Philanthropic foundations, Non-governmental 

organisations, Private sector) 

• 1 member from each category of UHC2030 partner/network/initiative (10 members: 

Parliamentarians, Local Governments, Academia, Healthcare Professionals, Women, 

Children/Youth, Indigenous leadership, Labour, Coalition of Partnerships, Health System 

Related Initiatives) 

 

 

Annex 1 Milestones and Opportunities in 2022-2023 

  

2022 

May • Political advisory panel meeting 

• DG’s progress report on UN HLM 2019 to World Health 
Assembly UHC2030’s political statement on the road to 2023 
UN HLM 

June • Finalise task force TOR (UHC2030 Steering Committee 
decision) 

• Call for nomination (UHC2030 Task Force) 

July • UHC Day 2022 Campaign Theme Announcement 

• HLPF 2022 

• Close nomination (UHC2030 Task Force) 

September • Launch 2023 UN HLM UHC information page (2030 webpage)  

• Political advisory panel meeting 

• UNGA GOF Ministerial event on UHC and Global Health 

• Launch UHC Day 2022 Campaign Page 

October • UHC2030 Steering Committee Meeting 

• World Health Summit 

November • Political advisory panel meeting 

• The coalition of Partnerships principal group meeting 

• Prepare a virtual UHC Day event to raise public awareness 

December • Organise a virtual UHC Day event  

• Launch State of UHC Commitment country profiles (2022 
update) 

• Publish the Coalition BMJ Series on UN HLMs on Health 
(umbrella article) 

• Member States information briefing (1) 

2023 

January • Release key findings from State of UHC Commitment review 
2022 

• WHO Executive Board 

February  • Political advisory panel meeting 

• The coalition of Partnerships principal group meeting 

March • Multi-stakeholder hearing preparation 

April • Publish the Coalition BMJ Series on UN HLMs on Health 
(all articles) 

• IMF/World Bank Spring Meeting / Civil Society Forum 

• Financing for Development Forum (UN) 

• Multi-stakeholder hearing preparation 

May • Member States Informal Briefing: Outcome document 
zero draft 

• World Health Assembly: UHC Technical Briefing / WHA 
Side Events 
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• Start intergovernmental process 

June-August • Intergovernmental process  

• Political advisory panel meeting 

• The coalition of Partnerships principal group meeting 

• G7 Summit (Japan)  

• G20 Summit (India) 

• HLPF 

• Multi-stakeholder panel preparation 

September • Outcome document final draft (mid-Sep: hard deadline) 

• Multi-stakeholder panel preparation  

• 2023 UN HLM UHC, including multi-stakeholder panel 

• SDG Summit (mid-term review) 

  

Annex 2. Expected role of Co-Charis, Political Advisors, TF and UHC2030 

members/networks 

 
 

Annex 3. Structure of UHC Key Asks 2.0 (image) 
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Annex 4. Members of the Task Force 

Members from constituencies of UHC2030 (10): 

• Country (3): Emmanuel Odame, MOH, Ghana, joeankra@yahoo.com; Tamar Gabunia, 

MOH, Georgia, tgabunia@moh.gov.ge; and Bernd Appelt, European Commission, 

bernd.appelt@giz.de [representing EC, Japan and UK, Satoshi Ezoe, MOFA, Japan, 

satoshi.ezoe@mofa.go.jp, and Dominic Farrell, Commonwealth and Development Office, 

UK, dominic.farrell@fcdo.gov.uk] 

• UN System, Multilateral organisations and Global health initiatives (3): Poonam DHAVAN, 

IOM, pdhavan@iom.int; Janneth Mghamba, Commonwealth Commission, 

jannethmghamba@gmail.com (TBC); and Hamzah Zekrya, Gavi, hzekrya@gavi.org  

• Philanthropic foundations (1): Kate Dodson, UN Foundation, kdodson@unfoundation.org 

• Non-governmental organisations (2): Dumiso (Dumi) Gatsha, CSEM AG, 

coordinator@successcapitalngo.com; Eliana Monteforte, CSEM AG,  

emonteforte@globalhealth.org  

• Private sector (1): Dale Huntington, Sc.D., Senior Director, Health Care Systems, Global 

Policy, Johnson & Johnson,  dhunting@its.jnj.com 

  

Members from other UHC2030 partners/networks/initiatives (10):  

1. Parliamentarian networks (1): Annabelle Botea, UNITE, 

annabelle.botea@unitenetwork.org  

2. Local Governments network (1): Jose Álvarez, UCLG, j.alvarez@uclg.org  

3. Academic network (1): Ana Amaya, HSG, aamaya@pace.edu  

4. Healthcare Professional Association (1): Nursing Now Challenge, Andrea Latham, 

andrea.latham@nursingnow.global 

5. Women’s initiatives (1): Susan Brown, WGH, susan.brown@womeningh.org   

6. Children/Youth initiatives (1): Lucy Fagan, UN Major Group for Children and Youth 

lucy.fagan@unmgcy.org  

7. Indigenous leadership initiatives (1): Benilda Batzin, Executive Director, Centro De 

Estudios Para La Equidad y Gobernanza En Los Sistema De Salud, benilda@cegss.org.gt 

8. Labours’ group (1): Sharan Burrow, General Secretary, ITUC sharan.burrow@ituc-csi.org  

9. Coalition of Partnerships for UHC and Global Health (1): Monika Arora, President-elect, 

NCD Alliance, monika@hriday-shan.org (CC: gdubois@ncdalliance.org ) 

10. Health System Related Initiatives (1): Craig Burgess, HDC, cburgess@who.int  

 

 

 
[1] Modality resolution para 5. “Requests the President of the General Assembly, with the support of the World Health Organization and other 

relevant partners, to organize and preside over an interactive multi-stakeholder hearing, before the end of June 2023, with the active participation 

of appropriate senior-level representatives of Member States, observers of the General Assembly, parliamentarians, representatives of local 

governments, relevant United Nations entities, non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council, 

invited civil society organizations, philanthropic foundations, academia, medical associations, the private sector and broader communities, 

ensuring the participation and voices of women, children, youth and indigenous leadership, as part of the preparatory process for the high-level 

meeting, and also requests the President to prepare a summary of the hearing prior to the high-level meeting;” 
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